
  Visit our website: www.AREA09.ORG      Mid-Southern California Area 09 Newsletter – June/July 2012 - Page 1 of 8 

 
	
  

 Ronnie	
  O.	
  
From	
  a	
  2010	
  article	
  by	
  Ed	
  L.	
  

	
  	
  Ronnie	
  O.	
  sat	
  on	
  the	
  back	
  row	
  of	
  his	
  first	
  
AA	
   meeting	
   on	
   a	
   Saturday	
   night	
   in	
  
Wrightwood,	
   California	
   on	
   9	
   February	
  
2008.	
   	
   It	
  had	
  been	
  24	
  hours	
  since	
  his	
   last	
  
drink.	
  	
  Introducing	
  himself	
  as	
  a	
  newcomer	
  
near	
   the	
   beginning	
   of	
   the	
   meeting,	
   I	
   ap-­‐
proached	
   him	
   afterwards	
   and	
   asked	
   if	
   he	
  
sincerely	
  wanted	
   to	
  stay	
  sober.	
   	
  Not	
  wait-­‐
ing	
  for	
  an	
  answer,	
  I	
  offered	
  to	
  pick	
  him	
  up	
  
the	
  next	
  morning	
  and	
  transport	
  him	
  to	
  an	
  
Area	
  09	
  Service	
  Committee	
  meeting	
   in	
  In-­‐
dio.	
   	
   I	
   could	
   only	
   promise	
   that	
   he	
   would	
  
not	
   drink	
   between	
   6	
   a.m.	
   when	
   I	
   picked	
  
him	
  up	
  and	
  6	
  p.m.	
  when	
  I	
  dropped	
  him	
  off.	
  
	
  	
  Then	
   a	
   new	
   GSR,	
   I	
   was	
   somewhat	
   sur-­‐
prised	
   when	
   he	
   said	
   yes	
   and	
   even	
   more	
  
surprised	
   when	
   he	
   was	
   standing	
   in	
   his	
  
front	
   yard	
   the	
   next	
  morning	
   shortly	
   after	
  
sunrise.	
  	
  I	
  cautioned	
  that	
  this	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  
a	
   “typical”	
   AA	
   meeting	
   but	
   that	
   he	
   was	
  
guaranteed	
  not	
  to	
  drink	
  sitting	
  there	
  in	
  my	
  
backseat	
   and	
   later	
   mingling	
   with	
   other	
  
southern	
   California	
   alcoholics.	
   	
   Along	
   the	
  
way	
   I	
  picked	
  up	
  my	
  service	
  sponsor,	
   John	
  
W.,	
   in	
   Hesperia	
   and	
   the	
   three	
   of	
   us	
   pro-­‐
ceeded	
   to	
   make	
   the	
   three-­‐hour	
   drive	
   to	
  
Indio.	
  	
  As	
  usual	
  though	
  somewhat	
  elongat-­‐
ed,	
   we	
   had	
   the	
   meeting-­‐before-­‐the-­‐
meeting	
  during	
  the	
  drive.	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  Once	
  there,	
  Ronnie	
  was	
  introduced	
  to	
  AA	
  
at	
   the	
  Area-­‐level.	
   	
  There	
  were	
  a	
  hundred-­‐
and-­‐fifty	
  alcoholics	
  in	
  one	
  large	
  room,	
  am-­‐
plifying	
  chaotic	
  conversations	
  occurring	
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  Even	
   though	
   the	
   General	
   Service	
  
Conference	
  was	
  in	
  April,	
  and	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  
committee	
  work	
  was	
  done	
   there	
  and	
  
left	
   behind,	
   my	
   Report	
   and	
   Charter	
  
committee	
  is	
  still	
  hard	
  at	
  work.	
  	
  I	
  just	
  
completed	
  reviewing	
  the	
  pages	
  of	
  the	
  
Final	
  Report	
  for	
  accuracy	
  and	
  integri-­‐
ty,	
   and	
   immediately	
   after	
   that,	
   re-­‐
ceived	
   all	
   of	
   the	
   changes	
   of	
   the	
   Ser-­‐
vice	
  Manual	
   for	
   its	
  next	
  printing.	
   	
  All	
  
this	
  while	
  making	
  my	
  rounds	
  to	
  all	
  of	
  
the	
   Districts	
   for	
   Delegate's	
   Confer-­‐
ence	
   Reports,	
   speaking	
   at	
   meetings,	
  
conventions	
   and	
   round-­‐ups,	
   as	
   well	
  
as	
  my	
   regular	
  meetings.	
   	
  Oh	
   yeah,	
   in	
  
between	
  all	
  this,	
  I	
  get	
  to	
  live	
  my	
  life	
  as	
  
well!	
  	
  
	
  	
  So	
  much	
   is	
   going	
   on	
   in	
   and	
   around	
  
AA,	
  I	
  am	
  just	
  thrilled:	
  	
  In	
  our	
  Area,	
  the	
  
Think	
  Tank	
  9/94	
  and	
  the	
  Safety	
  In	
  AA	
  
Committees	
  are	
  meeting	
  on	
  a	
  regular	
  
basis,	
   with	
   recommendations	
   to	
  
come.	
   	
  The	
  Foro	
  was	
  a	
  huge	
  success,	
  
and	
   Districts	
   20	
   and	
   18	
   are	
   to	
   be	
  
commended	
   for	
   their	
  hosting	
  a	
   great	
  
event.	
   (*Note_Sharon	
   K.	
   attended	
  
the	
   planning	
   meetings,	
   facilitated	
  
the	
  Foro	
  and	
  has	
  also	
  accompanied	
  
me	
   at	
   almost	
   all	
   of	
   my	
   reports	
   to	
  
the	
  Districts.	
  She	
  deserves	
  all	
  the	
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www.area09.org 
 

A few of the many things you can find on the 
Area Web page….CHECK IT OUT! 

 
62nd General Service Conference:  
Great Power Point presentation! 
Quarterly Contributions report. 

Individual District pages. 
Committee Guidelines & Information 

Area Guidelines. 
Area Meeting Hosting Guidelines. 

Audio recordings of service-centered talks 
Contact information 

Forms: Expense, Group History, New Group 
and Group Change, DCMC report, & more. 

Area Service Position job descriptions 
Events coming up in our Area. 

An interactive topic discussion Forum about 
items of interest to Area 09 members. 

Links to other AA websites. 
Downloadable version of What’s It All 

About? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  1  
  
    

MSCA TREASURY 6-30-12 
CHECKING  $  5,754.29 
PRUDENT RESERVE     2,001.03 
TOTAL   $  7,755.32 

1/1/12 to 6/30/12 Contributing Entities 
Registered Groups  521 
Unregistered Groups    55 
Districts        4 
Conventions/Alcathons      4 
Individuals     14 
There are 3,268 numbered Groups in Area 9 
1,619 groups are listed as Active.  
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SOUND	
  FAMILIAR?	
  

	
  	
  A	
  man	
  in	
  a	
  hot	
  air	
  balloon	
  realizes	
  he	
  is	
  
lost.	
  He	
  reduces	
  height	
  and	
  spots	
  a	
  man	
  
below.	
  
	
  	
  He	
   goes	
   closer	
   and	
   yells	
   out,	
   "Excuse	
  
me,	
  can	
  you	
  help	
  me?	
  	
  I	
  promised	
  a	
  friend	
  
I'd	
  meet	
  him	
  half	
  an	
  hour	
  ago,	
  but	
  I	
  don't	
  
know	
  where	
  I	
  am!"	
  
	
  	
  The	
  man	
  below	
  says,	
  "Yes.	
  	
  You	
  are	
   in	
  a	
  
hot	
  air	
  balloon,	
  hovering	
  about	
  thirty	
  feet	
  
above	
  the	
  ground.	
  	
  You	
  are	
  at	
  latitude	
  for-­‐
ty-­‐two	
  degrees	
   north	
   and	
   longitude	
  
eighty	
  degrees	
  west."	
  
	
  	
  "You	
   must	
   be	
   a	
   sponsor,"	
   says	
   the	
   bal-­‐
loonist.	
  
	
  	
  "I	
  am,	
  how	
  did you	
  know?"	
  
   “Well,”	
   says	
   the	
   lost	
   man,	
   “everything	
  
you	
  said	
  is	
  technically	
  correct,	
  but	
  your	
  
	
  

Delegate’s Corner – Continued from page 1, 
column 3 

accolades	
   I	
   and	
   we	
   can	
   give	
   her!!!!)	
  	
  
Our	
  La	
  Vina	
  committee	
  sent	
  a	
  congrega-­‐
tion	
  to	
  Colorado	
  and	
  conducted	
  a	
  Work-­‐
shop	
  to	
  help	
  spread	
  the	
  good	
  news	
  of	
  the	
  
magazine	
   and	
   its	
   benefits	
   to	
   all.	
   	
   I	
   have	
  
visited	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   Districts	
   and	
   put	
  
over	
   1600	
   miles	
   on	
   my	
   car	
   doing	
   re-­‐
ports,	
   and	
   the	
   energy	
   at	
   the	
   Districts	
   is	
  
utterly	
   fantastic!	
   	
   It	
   is	
   reflected	
   in	
   the	
  
participation	
  at	
  the	
  Area	
  events	
  as	
  well.	
  
	
  	
  On	
  the	
  national	
  level,	
  Grapevine	
  has	
  re-­‐
leased	
  another	
  new	
  eBook,	
  "Young	
  &	
  So-­‐
ber,"	
   	
  which	
  now	
  joins	
  the	
  5	
  other	
  new-­‐
est	
   releases,	
   "Step	
  by	
  Step,"	
   	
   "Emotional	
  
Sobriety	
   I	
   &	
   II,"	
   and	
   "Spiritual	
   Awaken-­‐
ings	
   I	
   &	
   II."	
   	
   That	
   now	
   makes	
   8	
   books	
  
available	
   for	
   electronic	
   devices,	
   includ-­‐
ing	
   "The	
   Language	
   of	
   the	
   Heart,"	
   "The	
  
Best	
   of	
   Bill,"	
   and	
   "Lo	
   Mejor	
   de	
   Bill."	
   I	
  
have	
   also	
   received	
   two	
   pamphlets	
   fro	
  
AAWS,	
  The	
  2011	
  Membership	
  Survey	
  (P-­‐
48)	
   and	
   AA	
   and	
   the	
   Armed	
   Forces	
   (P-­‐
50),	
  both	
  of	
  which	
  were	
  voted	
   to	
  be	
  up-­‐
dated	
   at	
   the	
   62nd	
   General	
   Service	
   Con-­‐
ference,	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  beautiful!!!	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  Oh	
   yeah,	
   left	
  out	
  of	
   the	
  original	
   review	
  
of	
   the	
   updated	
   Service	
   Manual,	
   was	
   a	
  
single	
  page,	
  S-­‐16,	
  which	
  was	
  just	
  emailed	
  
to	
  me	
  for	
  review.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  page	
  with	
  the	
  
new	
   version	
   of	
   the	
   inverted	
   triangle	
   on	
  
it.	
   	
   My	
   eyes	
   immediately	
   watered,	
   re-­‐
newing	
  my	
  gratitude	
  for	
  the	
  process	
  that	
  
I	
   have	
   experienced	
   since	
   last	
   October,	
  
when	
  I	
  was	
  selected	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  hat	
  to	
  be	
  
the	
   delegate.	
   	
   That	
   triangle	
   represented	
  
the	
   conscience	
   of	
  my	
   Area,	
   the	
   voice	
   of	
  
the	
   Groups,	
   and	
   the	
   thought	
   of	
   an	
   indi-­‐
vidual	
  member.	
  	
  But	
  most	
  of	
  all,	
  it	
  repre-­‐
sents	
   the	
   process	
   that	
   Alcoholics	
   Anon-­‐
ymous	
  functions	
  today,	
  and	
  I	
  get	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  
small	
  part	
  of	
  that.	
  	
  I	
  will	
  be	
  ever	
  grateful	
  
for	
   that	
  which	
   you	
  people	
   have	
   allowed	
  
me	
  to	
  be,	
  a	
  trusted	
  servant	
  of	
  Area	
  09.	
  
	
  

Jeryl	
  T.	
  
	
  

DELEGATE CONFERENCE  
SHARE-BACK  

SCHEDULE 
DISTRICT 10—Aug 1 
DISTRICT 15—Aug 9 
Others: To be announced 

  
 

Information	
   doesn’t	
   help	
  me	
   and	
   the	
  
fact	
  is,	
  I’m	
  still	
  lost.”	
  
	
  The	
  ground	
  man	
  says,	
   “You	
  must	
   be	
  
a	
  sponsee.”	
  
	
  	
  The	
  reply,	
   “Why,	
  yes,	
   I	
  am.	
  How	
  did	
  
you	
  know?”	
  
	
  	
  “Well,”	
   replies	
   the	
   man	
   on	
   the	
  
ground,	
   “you	
   don’t	
   know	
   where	
   you	
  
are	
  or	
  where	
  you	
  are	
  going.	
  You	
  have	
  
made	
   a	
   promise	
   which	
   you	
   have	
   no	
  
idea	
   how	
   to	
   keep,	
   and	
  
you	
   expect	
   me	
   to	
   solve	
  
your	
   problem.	
   The	
   fact	
  
is	
   that	
   you	
   are	
   in	
   the	
  
same	
  position	
  you	
  were	
  
before	
  we	
  met,	
  but	
  now	
  
it	
  is	
  somehow	
  my	
  fault.”	
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  SUNDAY, AUGUST 12, 2012 
AREA 09 SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING (ASC)—12 NOON 

PLUS DELEGATE’S SHARING SESSION & GSR SCHOOL—9:00 A.M. 
STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS—10:00 A.M. 

Kraemer Memorial Park 
201 N. Bradford Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870 

LUNCH 11:15 A.M. 
A.S.C. Purpose:  

Identify, define and discuss problems and issues in the Area, Districts and Groups of MSCA 09. The 
Board of Directors shall obtain the conscience of the participating Districts and Standing Committee 

Chairs and establish an agenda for the next Assembly meeting. 
Voting members: 

Area Officers/Directors, Past Delegates, DCMCs, DCMs, District Officers, Coordinate Committee Chairs or rep-
resentative, Standing Committee Chairs & Co-Chairs. Alternates may vote in the absence of their principals. 

(GSRs are encouraged to attend, but may not vote on matters at ASC meetings.)  
 
 
 
 

Directions:	
  E.	
  Chapman	
  Ave.,	
  to	
  No.	
  Bradford	
  (turn	
  left/north)	
  
	
  (park	
  on	
  street	
  or	
  in	
  parking	
  lot)	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  From	
  South:	
  5	
  N	
  to	
  57	
  N	
  to	
  Chapman	
  toward	
  Fullerton	
  (E)	
  
	
  	
  	
  From	
  East:	
  91	
  W	
  to	
  57	
  N	
  to	
  Chapman	
  toward	
  Fullerton	
  (E)	
  
	
  	
  	
  From	
  North:	
  57	
  S	
  to	
  Chapman	
  toward	
  Fullerton	
  (E)	
  
	
  	
  	
  From	
  West:	
  91	
  E	
  to	
  57	
  N	
  to	
  Chapman	
  toward	
  Fullerton	
  (E)	
  
	
  

	
  

RONNIE O.  Continued from page 1 col 2 
  in	
  both	
  English	
  and	
  Spanish.	
  	
  When	
  one	
  
can’t	
   hear,	
   one	
   speaks	
   louder,	
   which	
  
feeds	
   on	
   itself	
   and	
   is	
   overwhelming	
   at	
  
first.	
  	
  Of	
  all	
  the	
  AA-­‐related	
  functions	
  I’ve	
  
attended,	
   it	
   is	
   AA	
   at	
   the	
   Area-­‐level	
   that	
  
seems	
  to	
  best	
  demonstrate	
  our	
  9th	
  Tradi-­‐
tion.	
   	
   I	
   continue	
   to	
   be	
   amazed	
   (and	
  
pleased)	
   at	
   how	
   we	
   always	
   get	
   things	
  
done	
  even	
   in	
   the	
   face	
  of	
  all	
   the	
  seeming	
  
lack	
   of	
   organization!	
   	
   How	
   several	
   hun-­‐
dred	
   alcoholics	
   somehow	
   end	
   up	
   at	
   the	
  
right	
  committee	
  tables,	
  even	
  when	
  there	
  
are	
   no	
   signs	
   to	
   announce	
   who	
   is	
   sup-­‐
posed	
   to	
  be	
  meeting	
  where	
  was	
   discon-­‐
certing	
  at	
  first,	
  but	
  is	
  now	
  something	
  I’ve	
  
come	
  to	
  appreciate.	
  
	
  	
  	
  Ronnie	
  was	
   introduced	
   to	
   several	
  Dis-­‐
trict	
  19	
   folks,	
  who	
   in	
   typical	
  AA	
   fashion	
  
made	
   him	
   feel	
   at	
   home.	
   	
   Then	
   several	
  
other	
   alcoholics	
   welcomed	
   him	
   when	
  
they	
   learned	
   that	
   he	
   was	
   a	
   newcomer	
  
thrust	
   into	
   Area-­‐level	
   bedlam.	
   	
   It	
   may	
  
not	
   have	
   been	
   as	
   cozy	
   as	
   a	
   group	
   of	
   a	
  
dozen	
  faithful	
  AA’s	
   sitting	
  on	
  couches	
  in	
  
someone’s	
  home	
  but	
  there	
  was	
  every	
  in-­‐
dication	
   that	
   he	
   felt	
   right	
   at	
   home	
   sur-­‐
rounded	
  by	
  a	
  hundred	
  trusted	
  servants.	
  
 

It’s	
  sometimes	
  difficult	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  simi-­‐
larities	
   between	
   an	
   AA	
   home	
   group	
  
and	
   an	
   Area-­‐level	
   group;	
   however,	
  
whenever	
   two	
   alcoholics	
   get	
   together	
  
it	
  doesn’t	
  seem	
  to	
  matter	
  where.	
  
	
  	
  	
  The	
  14	
  February	
  2010	
  ASC	
  hosted	
  by	
  
District	
   11	
  marks	
   two	
   years	
   since	
  we	
  
attended	
  that	
  meeting.	
   	
   If	
  he	
  holds	
  his	
  
mouth	
  right	
   (i.e.,	
  not	
   in	
  a	
  circle	
  near	
  a	
  
glass	
  hole),	
  Ronnie	
  will	
  be	
   celebrating	
  
two	
   years	
   on	
   8	
   February	
   2010.	
   	
   Alt-­‐
hough	
  he	
  has	
  never	
   revisited	
  an	
  Area-­‐
level	
  meeting,	
   he	
   is	
   a	
  dedicated	
  mem-­‐
ber	
   of	
   Alcoholics	
   Anonymous	
   and	
  
makes	
  his	
  home	
  group	
  in	
  Phelan,	
  Cali-­‐
fornia.	
   	
   I’ve	
   told	
   this	
   story	
   to	
   a	
   half-­‐
dozen	
   alcoholics	
   as	
   evidence	
   that	
   AA	
  
working	
  at	
  even	
   the	
  Area	
   level	
   can	
   be	
  
an	
   effective	
   way	
   of	
   beginning	
   a	
   new	
  
sober	
  life.	
  	
  Now,	
  it’s	
  a	
  pleasure	
  to	
  share	
  
this	
   story	
   with	
   the	
   entire	
   Area.	
   	
   You	
  
just	
  never	
  know	
  how	
  first	
  impressions	
  
can	
   lead	
   to	
   lasting	
   sobriety!	
   	
   Even	
   in	
  
large	
  crowds,	
  it	
  continues	
  to	
  be	
  one	
  al-­‐
coholic	
   caring	
   enough	
   to	
   carry	
   the	
  
message	
   to	
   another	
   alcoholic	
   who	
   no	
  
longer	
  wants	
  to	
  suffer	
  that	
  has	
  worked	
  
for	
  75	
  years	
  and	
  continues	
  to	
  do	
  so!	
  
	
  

 for 75 years and continues to do so! 
   P.S.	
   Still	
   today,	
   7	
   July	
   2010,	
  Ronnie	
  O.	
  
continues	
   to	
   hold	
   his	
   mouth	
   right:	
   In	
   a	
  
sober	
  SMILE!	
  

How	
  I	
  arrived	
  in	
  General	
  
Service.	
  
By	
  Kris	
  C.	
  

	
  	
  After	
   getting	
  sober,	
  a	
   friend	
  of	
  mine	
  was	
  
going	
  to	
  Pacific	
  Group	
  Wednesday	
  meeting	
  
about	
  2-­‐3	
   times	
   a	
  month,	
   so	
   I	
   rode	
   along.	
  
We	
   got	
   commitments	
   and	
   even	
   got	
   there	
  
early	
   for	
   dinner	
   before	
   the	
   meeting,	
   (a	
  
long	
   day,	
   coming	
   from	
   Crestline.)	
   	
   I	
   had	
  
high	
  regard	
  for	
  these	
  chaps	
  and	
  after	
  many	
  
months,	
  we	
  all	
  headed	
  to	
  the	
  International	
  
Convention	
   in	
   Seattle.	
   Near	
   the	
   beginning	
  
of	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  big	
  meetings,	
  we	
  all	
  stood	
  and	
  
clapped.	
   	
  My	
   friends	
   sponsor,	
   sitting	
   next	
  
to	
  me,	
  said,	
  “this	
   is	
  not	
  right”.	
   I	
  asked	
  him	
  
what	
  was	
  not	
  right.	
  He	
  said	
  the	
  guy	
  at	
  the	
  
podium	
  was	
   not	
   an	
   alcoholic,	
   speaking	
   at	
  
this	
  AA	
  meeting;	
  referring	
  to	
  the	
  Chairman	
  
of	
  the	
  Board.	
  
	
  	
  Well,	
   that	
  got	
  my	
  attention.	
  So,	
  when	
  we	
  
got	
  home,	
  I	
  proceeded	
  to	
  the	
  steering	
  	
  

Continued	
  on	
  page	
  4	
  column	
  1	
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TRADITION VIII (Long Form) 
Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever 
non-professional. We define professionalism as 
the occupation of counseling alcoholics for fees 
or hire. But we may employ alcoholics where 
they are going to perform those services for 
which we might otherwise have to engage non-
alcoholics. Such special services may be well 
recompensed. But our usual A.A. “12 Step” 
work is never to be paid for. 
    

CONCEPT VIII (Long Form) 
The Trustees of the General Service Board act 
in two primary capacities: (a) With respect to 
the larger matters of over-all policy and fi-
nance, they are the principal planners and ad-
ministrators. They and their primary commit-
tees directly manage these affairs. (b) But with 
respect to our separately incorporated and con-
stantly active services, the relation of the Trus-
tees is mainly that of full stock ownership and 
of custodial oversight which they exercise 
through their ability to elect all directors of the-
se entities. 

  

JUNE AREA SERVICE COMMITTEE NOTES 
   Following Delegate’s sharing session and committee meetings, Chair Cesar 
R., brought the ASC to order at 12:20 p.m. with the Serenity Prayer and an 
acknowledgement of the A.A.’s 77th birthday, celebrated on the day of Dr. Bob’s 
last drink. 
  After a moment of silence for those still suffering and for those services mem-
bers who have passed on, there were introductions of past delegates in attend-
ance (Linda, Jim, Pete), new DCMCs, DCMs, Alt. DCMs, new GSRs, visitors 
and guests. 
  The March ASC minutes were approved as presented.  
  The Delegate’s report was read by the Alt. Delegate, Sharon: Conference re-
ports are going well, have 13 more reports to give. Will be attending the Region-
al Forum in September, Symposium in Palm Desert, Think Tank meetings, has 
been invited to be a speaker at the Toronto Convention, will attend the La	
  Viña 
workshops. 
  Alt. Delegate, Sharon, reported that she had visited District 20, 21, 24, manned 
the booth at the Symposium in Palm Desert where she networked with profes-
sionals and got 75 cards filled out for subscriptions to the About AA newsletter 
for professionals. 
  Registrar, Raul, continues to update group information. 
  Secretary, Jesus, has visited District 20, 21, 24 and other visitations and other 
meetings. He thanked District 1 for hosting the Assembly and expressed his 
gratitude for the opportunity to serve. 
  Treasurer, Annie, thanked everyone for supporting her efforts  and gave report 
of balances before latest income. She mentioned that GSO had sent the compari-
son between Area 09 contributions to GSO for 2011 and 2012: 2011 31.47% of 
MSCA groups contributed to GSO; in 2012 26.8% contributed. 
  Chair, Cesar, thanked the board members and said it is a pleasure to serve with 
them. He intends to make the agenda for each area meeting available by the first 
of each month. Reported on the planning committee for the Foro coming up and 
encouraged everyone to attend, reminding everyone that there will be Spanish to 
English interpretation for those who need it. The next ASC will be August 12, 
District 10, at Kraemer Park on Bradford; Sep. Assembly will be in District 6 on 
Sep. 9th (no location yet); and October ASC will be on 10/14 at the same loca-
tion where the Foro [was] held. There will be a La	
  Viña workshop in Denver, 
Colorado and he intends to attend by invitation, along with several others from 
Area 09.	
  There will be a La	
  Viña Anniversary celebration in Seattle, Washington 
July 28 and 29th and several of the Area 09 members will attend; the goal for the 
celebration is 1,000 subscriptions to La Vina. Each registration goes for a sub-
scription and one does not have to attend to get a registration.; thanks to District 
22 for the good food and the place, and also to Tony (Coffee), Jim (Sound), Ra-
mon and Maria (interpreters). 
 

Continued on page 5, column 2 

HOW	
  I	
  ARRIVED	
  IN	
  GENERAL	
  SERVICE	
  
Continued	
  from	
  page	
  3,	
  column	
  3	
  

group	
   to	
   tell	
   what	
   was	
   wrong	
   in	
   AA.	
   They	
  
told	
  me	
  they	
  had	
  the	
  right	
  job	
  for	
  me,	
  GSR.	
  	
  I	
  
was	
  almost	
  two	
  years	
  sober,	
  so	
  they	
  sent	
  me	
  
on	
  to	
  the	
  district.	
  
	
  	
  I	
   did	
   not	
   like	
   those	
   district	
   meetings	
   one	
  
bit.	
   Besides	
   being	
   boring,	
   they	
  were	
   incom-­‐
prehensible.	
   	
   But	
   to	
   date,	
   in	
   sobriety,	
   this	
  
was	
   about	
   as	
   bad	
   as	
   it	
   got.	
   And	
   after	
   all,	
  
many	
  people	
   joining	
  AA	
  did	
  not	
   like	
  it	
  and	
  I	
  
loved	
  it	
  when	
  I	
  arrived.	
  So	
  I	
  sucked	
  it	
  up	
  and	
  
immersed	
  myself	
  in	
  the	
  pain.	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  By	
   the	
   time	
   I	
   got	
   to	
   the	
   Area	
   level,	
   (Area	
  
09),	
   it	
   was	
   nearly	
   time	
   for	
   PRAASA	
   in	
   Tor-­‐
rance.	
  	
  I	
  still	
  did	
  not	
  like	
  General	
  Service.	
  To	
  
this	
  day,	
   I	
  do	
  not	
  know	
   if	
   that	
   first	
  PRAASA	
  	
  
kept	
   me	
   here.	
   I	
   guess	
   I	
   thought	
   this	
   place	
  
needed	
  me	
  bad,	
  lol.	
  	
  
	
  	
  As	
  many	
  do,	
   I	
  was	
  a	
   bleeding	
  deacon	
   for	
   a	
  
while,	
   serving	
   on	
   the	
   CPC	
   Committee,	
   the	
  
first	
   web	
   committee,	
   and	
   the	
   finance	
   com-­‐
mittee,	
  (also	
  the	
  guy	
  at	
  the	
  mic	
  the	
  most,	
  lol.)	
  	
  
By	
   the	
   time	
   I	
   became	
   finance	
   committee	
  
chair,	
  I	
  really	
  loved	
  this	
  part	
  of	
  service.	
  	
  
	
  	
  My	
   next	
   thoughts	
  were	
   that	
   this	
   place	
   did	
  
not	
   need	
  me	
   and	
   it	
   was	
   getting	
   too	
   repeti-­‐
tious	
  for	
  me.	
  I	
  am	
  back	
  now,	
  (I	
  was	
  with	
  area	
  
69	
  for	
  a	
  little	
  while),	
  deciding	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  place	
  

Continued	
  next	
  column	
  

Continued	
  from	
  column	
  1	
  
for	
  me,	
   glad	
   to	
   be	
   here,	
   and	
   looking	
  
forward	
  to	
  my	
  new	
  job	
  as	
  Electronic	
  
Media	
  Sub	
  Committee	
  (EMSC)	
  Chair.	
  
If	
   you	
   notice	
   repetition	
   like	
   I	
   did,	
   it	
  
probably	
  means	
  everything	
   is	
  work-­‐
ing	
  as	
  it	
  should.	
  

####	
   	
  

	
  

I’m a 
GSR!! 

Drawing © LJC used with 
permission	
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JUNE ASC NOTES Continued from page4 
 
  NEW BUSINESS: (to be discussed at the next ASC in August) 

1) The Finance Committee proposes the following changes to the Finance 
Committee guidelines: Section 3-G Duties: Remove “Arrange for the 
annual audit of financial records.” Section 5, Officers: Change “The 
committee shall have a Chair, Co-Chair, and Secretary” to “The com-
mittee shall have a Chair, Alternate Chair, and Secretary,” and Section 
6-5 Officers’ Duties, Co-Chair: Change “Co-Chair” to “Alternate 
Chair” [no financial impact] 

2) The Board proposes to change Article V.B.2 of the MSCA 09 Guide-
lines in the section regarding the Servathon from “to be held in the fall 
of each year” to “to be held once a panel on even-numbered, non-
election years.” [financial impact: Savings of approximately $1,000 eve-
ry other year in mileage and expense of event] 

3) Introduced the proposed 2013 MSCA 09 Calendar. [no financial impact] 
Committee highlights: Archives Repository is open on Saturdays from 10 to 
1 for drop in visitation; other times can be arranged; remember Movie Night; 
need a translator to help with the Group History Project. Communications: 
Anyone can subscribe for free to receive newsletter on line automatically. 
Cooperation with the Elderly Committee (CEC): they have display and are 
prepared to visit districts by invitation, need more members to serve on the 
committee. Cooperation with the Professional Committee (CPC): District 
30 visited the local Air Base and had good meeting with counselors; will have 
meeting with commanders. Will attend the Moreno Valley Health Fair. Dis-
trict 20 is having a bi-lingual CPC workshop. Available to visit districts and 
help set up district CPC committees.  Convention Liaison: Will participate in 
Spanish Convention in Riverside; looking for contacts for other conventions. 
Finance Committee: Working on committee guidelines. Grapevine: Grape-
vine AP is available for free on the www.grapevine.org website. Committee 
discussed how to give a Grapevine and La	
  Viña report.  La Vina: Presentation 
at District 21 and discussions about how to get subscriptions at Spanish Con-
vention; they have 140 subscription/registrations so far for the anniversary 
event. Planning travel to Seattle. Literature: Literature Workshop was a big 
success; thanks to Jim and Pete for speaking. Committee members are availa-
ble for presentations at Districts and to help establish district Literature com-
mittees. GSR School/Orientation (English): Went over how to give good, 
effective GSR reports. GSR School/Orientation (Spanish): General discus-
sion and talked about Public Information matters. Special Needs: Discussed 
concerns about Special Needs in schools; suggest offering CDs or DVDs to 
replace old tapes in schools; offered information about service dogs (OK to 
ask about certification, but not OK to ask why they have the dog). 
DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS: (1)  Announced So-Bay Round-up in July and 
that Archives will have a display there. (2-4) No reports (5) Special Archives 
presentation, roundtables re importance of commitment and hosting the multi-
district conference report back. (6-8) No reports (9) Making group visitations; 
most chair positions are filled; hosted the A.A. booth at the West Coast Sym-
posium of Addictive Disorders (WCSA conference in Palm Desert and 
thanked all the volunteers who worked the booth. (10) Will host ASC in Au-
gust and join with Dist. 15 for conference report back in August. (11) No re-
port. (12) Having a Traditions/Concept Workshop and a 4th of July picnic. 
(14) Discussing possible District inventory. (15) New meeting location; plan-
ning annual Octoberfest. (17-19) No reports. (20) Continue group visitations; 
discussing conference action items; preparing for Foro. (21) Meet bi-weekly, 

Continued on Page 6 Column 1 
 

  
  

 
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
**Opportunity	
  to	
  work	
  at	
  La	
  Viña	
  office	
  
(details	
  on	
  aagrapevine.org/espanol	
  web-­‐
site)	
  
**Theme	
  of	
  Jul/Aug	
  La	
  Viña:	
  Libre	
  
	
  
**	
   Can	
   you	
   use	
   Audio	
   Tapes	
   or	
   CDs?	
  
Grapevine	
  has	
  a	
  great	
  sale:	
  50%	
  off	
  CDs	
  &	
  
75%	
  off	
  Tapes…	
  
**Daily	
   Grapevine	
   Quote:	
   You	
   get	
   a	
   free	
  
email	
   each	
   day…great	
   way	
   to	
   start	
   the	
  
day!	
  
**New	
   book:	
   YOUNG	
   &	
   SOBER:	
   Stories	
  
written	
   by	
   members	
   who	
   got	
   sober	
   in	
  
their	
  teens,	
  twenties	
  and	
  thirties.	
  
**Grapevine	
   or	
   La	
   Vina	
   Representatives:	
  
Get	
  resources	
  from	
  the	
  website,	
  free!	
  

	
  

	
  Grapevine	
  &	
  La	
  Viña	
  News	
  
	
  
visit:	
  	
  
www.aagrapevine.org	
  &	
  
www.aagrapevine.org/espanol	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

SOCALYPAA	
  
IV	
  

Oct	
  4-­‐7	
  
In	
  Irvine!	
  

SOCALYPAA is the  
Southern California Young People in  
Alcoholics Anonymous Conference 
 

  Its goal is to carry the message to the alco-
holic who still suffers by hosting an annual, 
large-scale Young People's Conference. In 
doing this, SOCALYPAA hopes to foster a 
consistent fellowship that continues to 
thrive. ALL ages are welcome!!! 
  It will be held at the Irvine Hyatt Regency, 
17900 Jamboree Road, Irvine. 

Special Panel on Saturday, 2-4 p.m.: 
12 Concepts and 12 Traditions chaired by Area 

Delegate, Jeryl T. and Tom P. 
 

  Speakers on Thursday: Rogelio, Tijuana 
and Zenny, Palm Springs. Friday: Julie Palos 
Verdes; Saturday: Lindsay, San Anselmo; 
Sunday: Eddy, Tucson. 

12-Step Workshop all day Saturday. 
  Panels: Relationships; General Service 
Representative, Tradition 2, Spirituality, 
Home Group, Spiritual Malady, Service, 
Sponsorship, Men and Women’s, Long Tim-
ers.  

More information at 
www.socalypaa4.org 
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UPCOMING AREA EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

⇒September 9—Sunday 
Area Assembly (GSRs & ASC members vote) 

Leisure World Club House – 1280 Golden Rain Road, Seal Beach 
Hosted by District 6 

 
⇒October 14—Sunday 

Area Service Committee (ASC) Meeting 
(Proposals are presented; no votes taken)  

Clubhouse Gate 2 – 24112 Moulton Parkway, Laguna Woods 
Hosted by District 12 

⇒November 11—Sunday 
 

Servathon  
(focuses on various aspects of service work; roundtable discussions and reports)  

Hosted by District 21 
⇒December 9—Sunday 

Area Service Committee (ASC) Meeting 
Hosted by District 7 

 
 

OFFICERS/DIRECTORS	
  
Delegate:	
  Jeryl	
  T.	
  
Alt.	
  Delegate:	
  Sharon	
  K.	
  
Chairperson:	
  Cesar	
  F.	
  
Secretary:	
  Jesus	
  O.	
  
Treasurer:	
  Annie	
  D.	
  
Registrar:	
  Raul	
  C.	
  

COMMITTEE	
  
CHAIRS,	
  CO-­‐CHAIRS	
  
and	
  other	
  Area	
  Service	
  	
  

Positions	
  
ACC:	
  Martin	
  J.	
  
	
  	
  Elec.	
  Media:	
  Kris	
  C.	
  
	
  	
  Elec.	
  Equip:	
  John	
  W.	
  
	
  	
  Translation:	
  Santiago	
  S.	
  
	
  	
  Newsletter:	
  Linda	
  C.	
  
Archives	
  (Eng):	
  Matt	
  W.	
  
Archives	
  (Sp)	
  :	
  (open)	
  
CEC:	
  Patricia	
  P.	
  	
  
Convention	
  (Eng):	
  Lois	
  L.	
  
Convention	
  (Sp):	
  Mauricio	
  T.	
  
Corrections:	
  Julio	
  I.	
  
CPC	
  (Eng):	
  Catherine	
  
CPC	
  (Sp):	
  Jose	
  F.	
  
DCM	
  School	
  (Eng):	
  Nikki	
  N.	
  
Finance:	
  Tina	
  B.	
  
Grapevine:	
  Catherine	
  E.	
  
GSR	
  School	
  (Eng):	
  Marita	
  H.	
  
GSR	
  School	
  (Sp):	
  Marcelo	
  C.	
  
La	
  Vina:	
  Paco	
  G.	
  
Literature	
  (Eng):	
  Scott	
  B.	
  
Literature	
  (Sp):	
  Martin	
  G.	
  
P.I.	
  (Eng):	
  Bob	
  D.	
  
P.I.	
  (Sp):	
  Magdaleno	
  
Registration:	
  Kristin	
  F.	
  
Special	
  Needs	
  (Eng):	
  Jennifer	
  
Special	
  Needs	
  (Sp):	
  Jennifer	
  C.	
  
Treatment	
  Fac:	
  Steve	
  S.	
  
	
  
Archivist:	
  Pete	
  B.	
  
Coffee:	
  Tony	
  M.	
  
Copier:	
  Jim	
  C.	
  
Sound:	
  Jim	
  B.	
  
Web	
  Coordinator:	
  Rainer	
  F.	
  
	
  
	
  

Usual	
  MEETING	
  SCHEDULE	
  	
  
At	
  most	
  assemblies	
  &	
  ASCs:	
  

9:00:	
  Delegate’s	
  Sharing	
  Session	
  
9:00:	
  GSR	
  School	
  &Finance	
  Mtg	
  
10:00:	
  Committee	
  Mtgs	
  &	
  DCM	
  

School	
  
11:15	
  a.m.	
  Lunch	
  

12	
  noon:	
  ASC	
  or	
  Assembly	
  

⇒August 12—Sunday 
Area Service Committee (ASC) Meeting 

(ASC members will discuss and vote on which proposals to put on the Sep-
tember Assembly agenda)  

Kraemer Memorial Park – 201 N. Bradford – Placentia 
Hosted by District 10 

 

JUNE ASC NOTES Continued from page 5 Column 3 
DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS (continued): (District 21, continued): Working to motivate 
group participation and had two new GSRs at last meeting. Said they are willing to spon-
sor other Districts or come and give talks about their experience by invitation. (22) 
Thanked everyone who got up so early to come to this event, welcome! They continue 
with group visitations and discussing conference report. They are celebrating their 23 
year anniversary with a Traditions and Concept Workshop/Discussion. (23) Meet every 
Friday: 1st of the month: information 2nd of the month: personal information 3rd of the 
month: general work 4th of the month: study. Next study is Delegate’s conference report. 
They continue to encourage group participation and make regular group visitations. (24) 
Working on Guidelines. Thanks to Roseanne, Jeryl and Sharon for their visit and reports: 
they are trying to implement ideas they heard. They meet every Tuesday and have a Con-
cept study once a month. Preparing for 16th District 24 anniversary. (25) Meet every 
week. They emphasize and support the 7th Tradition and promote all other principles of 
AA. They continue to encourage group participation with visitations. (30) Trying “rock-
in’ and rollin’”; hoping to have a registrar soon; experiencing confusion about the “Safe-
ty Pamphlet/Survey” and many report being unhappy about it. 
 
Meeting was closed by Chair after June birthdays and the Serenity Prayer. 
 
Next ASC will be on August 12 at the Kraemer Memorial Park, 201 

N. Bradford, Placentia. 
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DISTRICT	
  2	
  
LUNCHEON	
  

When:	
  August	
  11	
  at	
  10	
  a.m.	
  
Where:	
  13234	
  E.	
  166th	
  Street	
  

Cerritos,	
  CA	
  90703	
  
	
  
Food	
  will	
  be	
  provided;	
  just	
  show	
  
up,	
  eat,	
  fellowship	
  and	
  listen	
  to	
  a	
  
great	
  speaker,	
  Area	
  09	
  Confer-­‐

ence	
  Delegate,	
  Jeryl	
  T.	
  
	
  
All	
  are	
  welcome—bring	
  a	
  newcom-­‐

er!	
  
Come	
  early	
  and	
  help	
  set	
  up!	
  

	
  

SOME	
  IDEAS	
  FROM	
  OTHER	
  
AREAS	
  

	
  
• Secretary	
  sets	
  up	
  a	
  small	
  copier	
  

in	
   a	
   central	
   location	
   on	
   a	
   table	
   with	
   a	
  
supply	
   of	
   paper	
   next	
   to	
   it.	
   It	
   is	
   for	
   the	
  
use	
   of	
   anyone	
   wishing	
   to	
   “publish”	
  
something	
   to	
  be	
  distributed	
  during	
   the	
  
course	
   of	
   the	
   meeting.	
   For	
   example,	
   a	
  
motion	
  from	
  the	
  floor	
  or	
  an	
  amendment	
  
to	
  a	
  motion.	
  

• Timer	
   lights	
   are	
   positioned	
   on	
  
top	
   of	
   a	
   high	
   speaker	
   and	
   controlled	
  
with	
  a	
   remote	
  control.	
  Everyone	
   in	
   the	
  
room	
  can	
  easily	
  see.	
  

• Past	
   Delegates	
   wear	
   identical	
  
name	
   tags	
   that	
   identify	
   them	
   as	
   Past	
  
Delegates.	
  

• Immediately	
   following	
   the	
   in-­‐
troduction	
   of	
   any	
   proposal	
   or	
   motion,	
  
the	
  Chair	
  asks	
  for	
  a	
  second	
  from	
  the	
  Fi-­‐
nance	
   Committee.	
   Each	
   proposal	
   has	
  
been	
   reviewed	
   beforehand	
   by	
   the	
   Fi-­‐
nance	
   Committee	
   and	
   has	
   “earned”	
   a	
  
second	
   from	
   the	
   committee.	
   This	
   indi-­‐
cates	
  that	
  the	
  motion	
  is	
  either	
  not	
  going	
  
to	
   impact	
   the	
   budget,	
   or	
   that	
   it	
   will	
   be	
  
do-­‐able	
  in	
  the	
  opinion	
  of	
  the	
  committee.	
  

• A	
   request	
   is	
  made	
   at	
   each	
   area	
  
meeting	
  for	
  volunteer	
  Service	
  Sponsors	
  
for	
  each	
  new	
  GSR.	
  

• One	
   veteran	
   service	
   member	
  
shares	
  (by	
  advance	
  invitation)	
  for	
  3	
  to	
  4	
  
minutes	
   how	
   his	
   or	
   her	
   experience	
   in	
  
General	
  Service	
  has	
  enriched,	
  enhanced,	
  
changed	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  life.	
  

	
  

Ideas	
  (continued	
  from	
  Col	
  1)	
  
• Vigorous	
   districts	
   announce	
   that	
  

they	
   are	
   available	
   to	
   “sponsor”	
   a	
   dim	
   or	
  
dark	
   district	
   by	
   helping	
   with	
   visitations,	
  
encouragement,	
  mentoring.	
  

• Each	
   committee	
   and	
   officer	
   is	
   re-­‐
sponsible	
   for	
   submitting	
   short	
   activity	
   re-­‐
port/article	
  for	
  each	
  newsletter.	
  

	
  “Forums are intended to be sharing ses-
sions…[and] provide unique opportuni-

ties to share valuable experience, ask ques-
tions and spark new ideas.. 

Pacific	
  Regional	
  
Forum	
  

September	
  14-­‐16,	
  2012	
  
Fairbanks,	
  Alaska	
  
Free	
  Registration	
  

	
  	
  You	
   are	
   cordially	
   invited	
   to	
   attend	
   the	
  
Pacific	
   Regional	
   Forum	
   to	
   be	
   held	
   at	
   the	
  
Westmark	
  Hotel	
  and	
  Conference	
  Center	
   in	
  
Fairbanks,	
   Alaska.	
   Representatives	
   of	
   the	
  
General	
  Service	
  Board	
  and	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  
General	
   Service	
   Office	
   (GSO)	
   and	
   Grape-­‐
vine	
   staff	
  will	
   be	
   present	
   at	
   the	
   Forum	
   to	
  
share	
   experience,	
   respond	
   to	
   questions	
  
and	
  hear	
  suggestions.	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  weekend	
  
of	
  lively	
  participation	
  for	
  all	
  concerned.	
  
	
  	
  Registration	
   begins	
   at	
   2:00	
   p.m.	
   on	
   Fri-­‐
day,	
   Sep.	
   14,	
   2012.	
   The	
   Orientation	
   for	
  
First-­‐Time	
   Attendees	
   is	
   at	
   6:45	
   p.m.	
   and	
  
the	
  opening	
  session	
  starts	
  at	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
  on	
  
Friday.	
  The	
  Forum	
  closes	
  at	
  noon	
  on	
  Sun-­‐
day,	
  Sep.	
  16,	
  2012.	
  There	
  is	
  no	
  registration	
  
fee	
   for	
   the	
   Forum.	
   There	
  will	
   be	
   simulta-­‐
neous	
  translation	
  available	
  from	
  English	
  to	
  
Spanish.	
  We	
  want	
   all	
   A.A.	
  members	
   to	
   be	
  
able	
  to	
  participate	
  regardless	
  of	
  language.	
  
	
  	
  Forum	
   Registration:	
   You	
   may	
   register	
  
for	
   the	
   Regional	
   Forum	
   by	
   filling	
   out	
   the	
  
Forum	
  Registration	
  Form	
  and	
  mailing	
  it	
  to	
  
GSO	
   or	
   you	
   can	
   register	
   online	
   at:	
  
www.aa.org.	
   All	
   persons	
   registering	
   online	
  
must	
   include	
  their	
  full	
  name	
  and	
  postal	
  ad-­‐
dress.	
  Online	
  Forum	
  registrations	
  must	
  be	
  
received	
   at	
   GSO	
   before	
   September	
   12,	
  
2012	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  be	
  processed.	
  If	
  you	
  miss	
  
the	
  deadline,	
  we	
  welcome	
  on-­‐site	
  registra-­‐
tion.	
  It	
   is	
  not	
  necessary	
  to	
  call	
  GSO	
  to	
  pre-­‐
register;	
  advance	
  registration	
  simply	
  helps	
  
our	
  planning.	
  

	
  
Continued	
  next	
  column	
  

	
  	
  	
  

FORUM	
  (Continued	
  from	
  previous	
  column)	
  
Hotel	
  Registration:	
  

• By	
   phone:	
   (907)	
   456-­‐7722	
  
use	
  Group	
  Code	
  PARE091312	
  to	
  get	
  
special	
   room	
   rate	
   no	
   later	
   than	
   Au-­‐
gust	
  13,	
  2012.	
  

• By	
   postal	
   mail	
   or	
   fax:	
   Mail	
  
the	
   Hotel	
  Registration	
   Form	
  provid-­‐
ed	
  on	
  Forum	
  Flyer	
  directly	
   to	
  West-­‐
mark	
   Hotel	
   to	
   arrive	
   no	
   later	
   than	
  
August	
  13,	
  2012.	
  Or	
  you	
  can	
  Fax	
  the	
  
form	
   to	
   (907)	
   451-­‐7478.	
   You	
   may	
  
duplicate	
   the	
   Hotel	
   Reservation	
  
Form	
  as	
  needed.	
  
By	
  Internet:	
  
www.westmarkhotels.com/fairbanks 
 
	
  	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  questions	
  about	
  this	
  
Regional	
   Forum,	
   feel	
   free	
   to	
   email:	
  
regionalforums@aa.org.	
  
	
  	
  We	
   look	
   forward	
   to	
   seeing	
   you	
   in	
  
Fairbanks.	
  

Sincerely	
  yours,	
  
	
  

Julio	
  E.	
  
Regional	
  Forum	
  Coordinator	
  

Ward	
  B.	
  Ewing	
  
General	
  Service	
  Board	
  Chairperson	
  

Upcoming	
  Forums	
  
	
  

2012	
  
	
  	
  Aug	
  10-­‐12:	
  East	
  Central	
  Additional	
  
Regional	
  (Mt.	
  Vernon,	
  Illinois)	
  
	
  	
  Sep	
  14-­‐16:	
  Pacific	
  Regional	
  
(Fairbanks,	
  Alaska)	
  
	
  	
  Nov	
  9-­‐11:	
  Southeast	
  Regional	
  (Boca	
  
Raton,	
  Florida)	
  
	
  
2013	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  Jun	
  7-­‐9:	
  Northeast	
  Regional	
  
(Cromwell,	
  Connecticut)	
  
	
  	
  Aug	
  16-­‐18:	
  Southeast	
  Additional	
  
Regional	
  (Charleston,	
  West	
  Virginia)	
  
	
  	
  Oct	
  11-­‐13:	
  Southwest	
  Regional	
  (Ok-­‐
lahoma	
  City,	
  Oklahoma)	
  
	
  	
  Nov	
  15-­‐17:	
  East	
  Central	
  Regional	
  
(Fort	
  Wayne,	
  Indiana)	
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FROM	
  MSCA	
  09	
  ARCHIVES	
  –	
  30	
  YEARS	
  AGO	
  

	
  

ANONYMITY	
  ON	
  FACEBOOK?	
  
Some	
  tips	
  for	
  anonymity-­‐protected	
  usage	
  
of	
  Facebook	
  from	
  Editor	
  of	
  the	
  Area	
  55,	
  

Northeast	
  Ohio,	
  newsletter:	
  
• Don’t	
   join	
   any	
  group	
  with	
   “Alco-­‐

holics	
   Anonymous”	
   in	
   its	
   name,	
   regard-­‐
less	
   of	
   whether	
   or	
   not	
   there	
   is	
   a	
   dis-­‐
claimer.	
  

• If	
  you	
  choose	
   to	
   join	
  a	
  group	
  for	
  
people	
   in	
   recovery,	
   don’t	
   disclose	
   that	
  
you	
  are	
  an	
  AA	
  member	
  in	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  dis-­‐
cussions	
  you	
  participate	
  in.	
  	
  

• If	
  you	
  choose	
  to	
  “out”	
  yourself	
  on	
  
your	
  profile	
  page,	
  make	
  sure	
  the	
  page	
  is	
  
accessible	
   to	
   only	
   your	
   friends,	
   and	
   not	
  
to	
  the	
  general	
  Facebook	
  public.	
  
	
  

• When	
   creating	
   an	
   AA-­‐related	
  
“event”	
  on	
  Facebook,	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  it	
  
is	
   private	
   so	
   that	
   invitees	
   don’t	
   have	
  
their	
   anonymity	
   compromised	
   when	
  
they	
  decide	
  to	
  attend.	
  

• For	
   extra	
   privacy,	
   make	
   the	
  
guest	
   list	
   of	
   an	
   AA-­‐related	
   event	
   hid-­‐
den,	
   so	
   that	
   guests	
   aren’t	
   “outed”	
   to	
  
anyone	
  else	
  viewing	
  the	
  event.	
  

• Never	
  break	
  another	
  member’s	
  
anonymity.	
   Don’t	
   post	
   a	
   message	
   on	
  
someone’s	
   “wall”	
   regarding	
   meetings,	
  
sobriety,	
  or	
  AA.	
  	
  

• When	
   publishing	
   pictures	
   on	
  
Facebook,	
   don’t	
   publish	
   pictures	
   from	
  
AA	
  functions	
  with	
  friends	
  in	
  them.	
  ##	
  

	
  

From	
  AA	
  Pamphlet	
  #P-­‐47:	
  	
  
Understanding	
  Anonymity,	
  p.1	
  

	
  

	
  	
  “What	
   is	
   the	
   purpose	
   of	
   anonymity	
   in	
  
Alcoholics	
   Anonymous?	
  Why	
   is	
   it	
   often	
  
referred	
   to	
   as	
   the	
   greatest	
   single	
   pro-­‐
tection	
   the	
   Fellowship	
   has	
   to	
   assure	
   its	
  
continued	
  existence	
  and	
  growth?....	
  
	
  
“…When	
  using	
  digital	
  media,	
  A.A.	
  mem-­‐
bers	
  are	
  responsible	
   for	
   their	
  own	
  ano-­‐
nymity	
   and	
   that	
   of	
   others.	
   When	
   we	
  
post,	
   text,	
   or	
   blog,	
   we	
   should	
   assume	
  
that	
  we	
  are	
  publishing	
  at	
  the	
  public	
  lev-­‐
el.	
   When	
   we	
   break	
   our	
   anonymity	
   in	
  
these	
   forums,	
   we	
   may	
   inadvertently	
  
break	
  the	
  anonymity	
  of	
  others.	
  


